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[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Roxbury Latin School, Roxbury, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., for the 
Southern States; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 
for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas, This de- 
partment will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from month to 
month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. All news 
items should be sent to the associate editors named above.] 



New England 

Smith College. — Even while Mr. Hains's articles on the presentation of 
classical plays are going through the Journal, Miss Gragg's plan at Smith of 
giving Latin plays informally has reached another stage. This year it seemed 
worth while to try, though handling it in the same spirit, to give the play in 
Latin. The Adelphoi of Terence was chosen and the parts were assigned before 
the Christmas vacation. Each student read her lines over to the instructor to 
be sure of the rhythm, and most of them learned their lines during the holidays. 
College opened on January 8, and on the 17th the play was presented. Each 
scene had been rehearsed twice, but the dress rehearsal which followed was the 
only continuous one. 

The result was such as to make many of the spectators hope for more of 
such presentations. In the use of the Latin text there is for the actors them- 
selves the undeniable gain of the really free use of rhythm, such as is rarely 
acquired in the classroom, and the handling of idioms without translation. 
But the really remarkable thing was what "got over the footlights." When the 
Iphigenia at Aulis was presented in Greek, an elderly lady responded decisively 
to someone who sighed, "How interesting that must have been to those who 
knew Greek!" "Why, I don't know. They spoke with so much expression 
and enunciated so clearly that you didn't need to know any Greek to under- 
stand it." Though the audience at the Adelphoi had generally enough Latin 
so that they looked cheerfully at each other when they heard scio and scilicet, 
the play in the main reached them by that short cut whereby ideas leap from 
mind to mind as electric sparks jump from point to point. But the very 
consciousness of the gulf to be bridged seemed to spur the actors on. The 
crispness of their enunciation, the abandon of their acting, bore witness per- 
haps to the energy with which they flung themselves against the barrier between 
them and their audience. Beyond a peradventure they carried their hearers 
by storm as they have rarely if ever done with a translation. 
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Ohio 

Lancaster. — Tuesday evening, March 31, an interesting Latin entertain- 
ment was given by the Latin Department of the Lancaster High School. It 
consisted of two parts: Bates's "The Convention of the Muses," and Paxson's 
"A Roman Wedding." Much attention had been given to the matter of cos- 
tumes and stage setting, and some splendid effects were produced. The close 
attention of the audience furnished strong proof of the success of the enter- 
tainment. Although few of those who attended the performance possessed 
much knowledge of Latin, the interest from the opening scene to the close was 
intense. Much original talent was discovered among the pupils who con- 
tributed to the preparation of the plays; for example, the music for the hymn 
sung by the Muses was composed by one of the girls of the Senior class, and the 
street scene for the last act of the wedding was painted by a former member of 
the Virgil class. The cast, consisting of thirty-two persons, was assisted by the 
high-school orchestra. 

Cincinnati. — The members of the Senior class of the University School 
have published in a recent number of their school paper, The Forge, a clever 
skit entitled "Sortes Vergilianae," in which they select tags of Vergilian lines 
appropriate to the various personages and organizations of the school. Some 
of these are very happy fits. For instance, the Head Master: "sensit, et ad 
sonitum vocis vestigia torsit"; the Coach: "ipse magister hortatur viros"; 
the Eighth Grade: "quod genus hoc hominum"; the Lunch Room: "cavae 
aedes ululant femineis plagoribus"; Examinations: "venit summa dies et 
ineluctabile tempus"; the Dances: "attonitis haesere animis," "with minds 
astonished they hesitated"; the Vergil Class in June: "defessi Aeneadae." 

This clever and amusing application of Vergilian texts to given subjects 
makes an agreeable pastime for students. The original and only true "Sortes 
Vergilianae," the blind selection of a passage and the interpretation of this in 
answer to a given question or problem, would be still more amusing and be a 
still severer test of wit. 

Indiana 

Valparaiso University. — Miss Katherine E. Carver writes: "I am a 
teacher of preparatory Latin in the Valparaiso University. I find that my 
pupils, some of them at least, somehow get a notion that the Romans were a 
monstrous race with prodigious heads, specially fitted to hold their apparently 
fearful and wonderful syntax, and with no interest in life save to make forced 
marches against the enemy, to fortify camps, make speeches in the forum, to 
which a patient audience listened for a month or so at a time, and write dac- 
tylic hexameters by the yard — or shall I say by the foot ? 

"I do my best to counteract this feeling and have recently tried trans- 
lating a few of the little things from Latin into English verse. For, after all, 
some of the shorter poems of Horace and Catullus and Martial bring the 
Romans closer to us and invest them with a more vital interest, by disclosing 
them as real men and women with real and human feelings like our own." 
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Illinois 

Chicago. — The Classical Section of the annual Educational Conference 
of the Academies and High Schools in Relations with the University of Chicago 
met at the University on April 17. A large and enthusiastic group of teachers 
from schools named above was in attendance. Miss Frances Sabin, of the 
Oak Park High School, presented the final report of a committee appointed two 
years ago to draft a statement of the minimum amount of work in form and 
syntax which ought to be accomplished year by year in the high school. In 
connection with the general discussion of the report, Professor Hale made 
certain criticisms and suggestions which the Committee will consider. It is 
expected that the report in revised form will be published in the Journal in the 
autumn. 

A very interesting and helpful report on recent publications of interest to 
teachers of Latin and Greek was presented by Professor Bonner, of the 
University, and by Mr. H. F. Scott, of the University High School. 

Marshall Township High School. — Miss Metta Jacobs writes: "Dido, 
the Phoenician Queen is well suited to the ordinary high school. Our students 
took hold of it with great interest and enthusiasm. Some did extra reading 
to get the interpretation according to Roman ideas, to learn more of Roman 
life and customs. The music made a strong appeal to the chorus girls, who 
were dressed in soft greens, pinks, lavenders, blues, and whites, to give the 
color tone to the beautiful opening chorus, the 'Hymn to the Dawn.' Even 
the young Freshman boys, at first somewhat backward, were soon vying with 
each other in making spears, etc., in their parts as soldiers and servants. With 
the exception of the boys' outfits, the costumes and other properties were 
strictly 'home-made.' 

"The play is easily adapted to the ordinary stage; with a few revisions, it 
was necessary to make but three complete shifts of scenery. In all, the color 
scheme and stage settings, though simple, were pretty and effective. 

"Such a play serves not only to instruct, but also to impress one with the 
idea that Latin, instead of being merely a thing of conjugations, declensions, 
and translations, is a language still alive with real human interest." 

Iowa 

Iowa City. — It was a very excellent idea of Professor Eastman to arrange 
for the meeting of the State Conference of the Iowa Latin Teachers to be held 
on Thursday, April 9, immediately preceding the annual meeting of our Classical 
Association. A goodly number of teachers were present, and most of those 
continued in attendance at the Association meetings following. The following 
is the program of papers read: "The Mission and Opportunity of the High 
School Latin Teacher," Dr. Wm. Gardner Hale, head of the Department of 
Latin in the University of Chicago; "The Demand for Latin Teachers in the 
Schools of Iowa and the West," C. R. Scroggie, editor Midland Schools; "The 
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Relation of Experience and Preparation to Better Positions," Professor Frank- 
lin H. Potter, professor of Latin, State University of Iowa; "The Relation of 
Latin to 'Practical Subjects' in the Iowa Schools," F. L. Smart, superintendent 
of Public Schools of Davenport; "The Status of Latin in the Iowa High 
Schools," P. E. McClenahan, state inspector of Iowa Schools. 

Grinnell College: The Harvard-Grinnell Exchange. — During the month of 
March Professor Clifford Herschel Moore gave instruction in Grinnell College 
as Harvard's representative in the Harvard-Grinnell exchange. His contri- 
bution to the college life was in every way a significant and memorable one. 
During his stay in Grinnell he had charge of one of the regular Latin courses, 
the class in Horace, and he also delivered a series of eight lectures on the evo- 
lution of religious thought among the Greeks. Under the general caption, 
"Greek Religion from Homer to the Triumph of Christianity," he discussed 
the following topics: (1) "Religion in Homer and Hesiod"; (2) "The Search 
for Salvation: The Orphic Sect and the Mysteries"; (3) "Religion in Imperial 
Athens of the Fifth Century"; (4) "Religion in Athens of the Fourth Century: 
Plato and Aristotle"; (5) "Religious Philosophy after Aristotle"; (6) "The 
Victory of Greece over Rome"; (7) "Oriental Religions in Western Europe"; 
(8) "The Conflict between Christianity and Paganism: Christianity's Tri- 
umph." These lectures, however, represented only a part of his activity in the 
college life. Four chapel talks, a vesper address, a lecture before the Humboldt 
Society on "Individualism in the Religious Life at Rome," an address before 
the Fortnightly Club, a reading from Homer, a stereopticon lecture on "The 
Shrine of Asklepios at Epidaurus, " indicate the range of his activities and the 
generosity with which he gave himself and his time. During his western trip 
Professor Moore has given a month or less to each of the following colleges: 
Carleton, Beloit, Knox, and Colorado. 

The University of Iowa. — The Saturday evening session of the Classical 
Association was held at the Englert Theater and a much larger number of 
members of the Association stayed over than has been customary at the last 
sessions in former years. They were attracted by the Greek play, Alcestis, 
which was presented in the Beloit translation under the direction of Professor 
Weller. He was assisted by the Department of Public Speaking of the Uni- 
versity. The rdles of Alcestis and Admetus were taken by members of the 
Department and the other parts were played by students. The scenery was that 
used for the performance of the Hippolytus a year ago. It represented a 
palace of the Doric order with polychrome decoration. The whole effect was 
most pleasing. 

The play itself was splendidly staged and the acting approached pro- 
fessional perfection. The stage pictures were beautiful and impressive. From 
the moment when Apollo appeared with his silver bow to the final song of the 
chorus, the interest never flagged. The performance proved conclusively, 
as has been the case wherever Greek plays have been given in this country, 
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that Greek tragedy has the same appeal for a modern audience that it had in 
the days of Athens' greatest glory and that it can arouse the emotions as 
effectively as Shakspere or Ibsen or Shaw. 

Miss Harrison, as Alcestis, was exceptionally good in her rendition. The 
r61e is a hard one, and a single false note would have destroyed the whole 
effect of the death scene. Yet she carried it so well that the whole audience sat 
in tense quiet, deeply moved by the interpretation. Mr. Merry, as Admetus, 
portrayed the bereaved king in true tragic style. Expression, voice, gesture, 
all were in harmony and he held the sympathy of the spectators throughout 
the play. The other members of the cast "played up" to the principals, and 
all deserve favorable mention. Mr. Brueckner, as the bluff Boeotian demi- 
god, Heracles, was true to Greek dramatic tradition in his conception of the 
part, a r61e that made it possible to employ the Alcestis in place of the satyr 
play at the end of the tragic trilogy. Professor Weller substituted maidens 
of Pherae for "the men of Pherae" in the chorus, either from the necessity of 
the case or in imitation of the modern musical play, where the male chorus is 
merely incidental, while the "girls" are the chief attraction. Whatever the 
reason, the innovation was quite successful. The groupings, the interweaving 
lines of singers, and the slow processional dances were very effective and added 
greatly to the stately beauty of the performance. 

The play as a whole was a great success and it is sincerely to be hoped that 
many others may have the courage to follow Professor Weller's example in 
making Greek tragedy live again on the stage of the twentieth century. 

Missouri 

Park College. — The annual meeting of the Classical Association of Kansas 
and Western Missouri was held with Park College at Parkville, Mo., on April 
24 and 25. The program follows: Address of Welcome, Dr. A. L. Wolfe, acting 
president, Park College; Illustrated Lecture, "Rome in the Age of the Anto- 
nines," Dr. Smiley, Grinnell College, Iowa; President's Address, Dr. A. T. 
Walker, Kansas University; "Some Phases of Greek Religion," Professor L. R. 
Higgins, Ottawa University; "Quality versus Quantity," Mr. C. E. Vance, 
Central High School, Kansas City, Mo. ; Report submitted at the last meeting 
of the N.E.A., "Reorganization of High-School Studies": Professor S. E. Stout 
led the discussion with special reference to Latin and Greek; "Epidaurus and 
Greek Medicine," Professor Smiley, Grinnell College; "Report of the Com- 
mittee on Grammatical Nomenclature" at last meeting of N.E.A.: Discussion 
led by Mr. P. B. Burnett, Manual Training High School, Kansas City, Mo.; 
"The Law and Politics in Ancient Athens," Professor Magers, Park College; 
"The Teaching of Latin Prose," Mr. W. T. McDonald, High School, Topeka; 
Miss Paxton's Latin Play, A Roman School, by students of Kansas City (Kan.) 
High School under direction of Miss Van Cleave. 

The officers of the Association are: President, A. T. Walker, Kansas 
University; Vice-President, A. L. Wolfe, Park College; Secretary-Treasurer, 
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F. C. Shaw, Westport High School, Kansas City, Mo.; Executive Committee, 
the foregoing officers and Miss Irene Nye, Washburne College, Topeka, and 
W. L. Holtz, Kansas State Normal, Emporia. 

California 

Los Angeles. — The Classical Association of Southern California met at 
the Hollywood High School, Los Angeles, on March 21. The program was 
as follows: "Cretam Proavosque Petamus," Miss Marion Pryne, Orange, 
a description of a recent visit to Crete; "A Day in the Roman Forum," Pro- 
fessor C. C. Stearns, Pomona College, a resume of Commendatore Boni's 
work in the Forum and on the Palatine; "Suggestions for Teaching Students 
How to Study Latin and Greek," Mr. T. B. Glass, San Fernando; Round Table, 
"Suggestions for Arousing Interest in the Classics," Dr. W. A. Edwards, Los 
Angeles. In the Round Table Professor Howard, of Whittier College, told of 
her experience in staging the Captives in English, and Miss Green, of the 
Hollywood School, explained the Latin exhibit which her pupils are preparing. 
Miss Bertha Green was elected president; T. B. Glass, vice-president; Miss 
Mary Ross, secretary. 

The Classical Club of the Los Angeles High School and Junior College 
presented the Rudens of Plautus in Latin on March 18, under the direction of 
Dr. W. A. Edwards and Miss Leno Cooper. Dr. Edwards cut the play to 
about one-third of its length, and introduced the character of Daedalis, wife of 
Daemones. About a thousand students witnessed the performance, 175 com- 
ing from other schools and colleges. The play was much enjoyed, even by 
those who were not studying Latin. All the actors did well, the part of Tra- 
chalio being especially well taken. Everyone feels that the results of the per- 
formance, in renewed enthusiasm for Latin, in the information as to classical 
customs, and in other ways, abundantly rewarded all for the pains taken. 



